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2. CP strilkés nlannéd for the fall of 194° -ere diseussed at’a Comintomn neet— 
int in Budapest in early Auw:t 1949. "Otto Uartin Yorneck and Fried] Fuern- 
bez, Austrian Conmmists vio were prégent at the meetin», requasted that 
the GP be represented in the Condnform*and that the Slovene ,iboration Front 


vanise the strite rlans, including Horneck and Gottlieb Fiala, as voll as a 
Cr senrefentative fron the Veraini cte Nesterroichische Eisen~ und Stahlwerke 
A.C. in Ling, the Karun pover plant in Land “alzborr, and the Alpine lontan- 
sessiisehaft at Donawits, Styria. In Sudapéet, Janos Varga, who has had vast 
copsrience in vrovoking Winearian inflation, pé¥sonally aided in the forma 


ty 8) - 00/0 ap le -27? 


tion of the Austrian stri‘e plans. 2ucker-Schilling 
and JohamnSehmid visited 3udapc C : 25X1A 


source, ‘u 

siv rororteds O8t6 Jornec and ‘Frernbarg 

wera montioned at that tine, . ia in ‘congeétion vith a nisinds Comin- 

fon ueeting in Pracue shich'iid not take place. ‘hetuat Cominforn plenhing 

(of “P strikes, although possible, 1s éonsideréd unlikely, narticularly in view 
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Early October 1948 


3. ing. Gustav ‘lecerer, residing in the Hochhaus, Vienna I, Herrengasese, has, 
until recently, been one of the chief editors of the Volksstimme and has 
also held the rank of director in Globus Verlag. Sources notes that the 
geraral director of Globus is Johann Friedrich Schmid, residing at Vienna 
XI, Simmeringer Hauptstrasse 100/3. Wegerer took official leave of his 
colleagues at Clobtus early in October in orler to take a position with the 
Central Commit 8 secretary, Fri, Nahodil, will accompany him to his 
new position. Comment: Wecerer is not carried on.a list of nembers 
of the Central Committee published in the Volkastimme on 3 November 19483 
this does not preclude the possibility that he Is doing work for the Central 
Committee.) 
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Early October JO48 


4e A reorganization and revamping of the CP uri the Central Committee which was 
supposed to take place during Ostober has been postponed by order of Soviet 
authorities. This step has been taken by the Soviets since they have not 
yet decided who will conduct the reorganization. Furthermore, it is rumored 
that Seviet authorities in Vienna hava received orders from Moscow to post- 
pone reorganization of the CP until a final Soviet policy decision has been 
reached on Berlin. However, reorganization of the Werkachutz has been made 
according to plan and is nearly completed; a special Comnunist guard for 
Vienna, called the Ordnertruppe, is also being formed. 


18 October 1948 


5o An original document addressed to the Central Committee of the Austrian Com 
munist Party by Cominform headquarters was recently turned over to Austrian 
State Secretary of Interior Graf by another official of the Ministry of the 
Interior. The decurent contains instruetions which are to go into effect whon 
Austria becomes a "people's democracy". These directivesinelude a sketch of 
CP internal policy regulations governing the Communist press, iniications as 
te the methods to be used in in“luencing non-Comunist workers to cooperate 
with Communist leaders, and suggestions for a propaganda campaign caleulated - 
to win over non-Communist workers to the Communist camp. Ths dociment also 
states that Fried] Puernbers will be appointed Chancellor in the Communist 
government. ‘While no other specific appointments are mentioned, it is indi- 
cated tat in the future "people's democracy" Cominform-approved CP members 
will constitute the nucleus of a reorganized Central Committee, 


30-31, October 1948 


6. On 31 October 1948, the Central Committee held a meeting in which provincial 
representatives took part to ‘(iseuss a so-called action plan (Aktionsplan). 
A preparatory meeting the day before had already dealt with policy planning. 

It was apreed that the CP "Economic Plan" would no ionger figure in the CP 

propaganda lines. An intensiied membership drive is planned, with special 
attention to be given to the industrial districts of Austria, Financial sup- 
port for the Party is a troublesome question which has not yet been settled, 
Nevertheless, officials are confident that the CP will pick up two or three 
new mandates in the next elections and that other favorable possibilities are 
offered by the expected cooperation of extreme left-wing Soclalists, The Cen- 
tral Committee also discussed the question of sabotaging Austrian industry through 
strikes, damasing of rachinery, and particularly a planned attempt to interfere 
with electrical plants during the winter months. RR cocrcnt: The vagueness 
of this rerort makes it difficult to assess the plausibility of Communist inten= 
tions to sabotage Austrian industry; furthernore, the position of USIA firms in 
the Austrian economy would rule out extensive sabotaze in the Soviet Zone.) 
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7. Vienna Commniata ara seakine t:, establish close contact with Switzerland, 
which ther consider an informatfon center of great value, not only for the 
present, but also in the event .f future hostilities. Short-vave transmitters 
will be established for the pur.ose of passing information to the Cominform 
after normal communications between Cominform countries and Western Europe have 
been broken off. Especially reliable Communist radio operatora » including women, 
are already bein recruited ars. will be sent to Switzerland disguised as tourists 
shortly before hostilities bering , 


7-13 October 1948 


Bo Officials of the Austyian Coxsulting Offixe for Volksdeutsche, Vienna III,. 
Netternichgasse, bel’eve thal, the CP will seon presant a resolution to the 
Austrian Government, demanding immediate expulsion from Austria of all dis- 
placed persons and ‘heir transfer to t:e Soviet Zone of Germany, on the 
grounds that the P? problem is delayir¢ an Austrian peace treaty. It is 
assured that Amerjian and British au!)orities will veto the CP proposal; how- 
ever, an effort w.il be made to remoz3 or politically neutralize the folks. 
deutsch clement i. the Soviet Zone cf Austria. Meanwhile, the Central Committee 
for Volksdeuteche in Linz ia trving of reach an understanding with the Austrian 
People's Part sd the Socialist Tarty whereby Austrian citizenship will be 
eranted toa Gercv:iesveakine DPés in A:ttria, 


855x1A2q 25X1A6a 


9. The editor of the Jovlet-sponsored iewspaper, Qesterreichische Zeitunr, Cap- 
tain Schnitke, wi» returned to Vienw recantly after a trip to Moscow, was 
8 pors around the middle of October 1948. Comment: See 
oe! Semitks, the only Soviet journalist with the a 
y is sa‘d to have been offe33d a position with the Soviet Information 
Office in Mosrav. ‘lis successor el. the Oasterreichische Zeitung will be the 
Soviet Capta/a Smolienski, who har the title of assistant editor. Since 
neither Smo.-enski nor any other ‘oviet official remairing with the newspaper 
is a Journ’ list, Sehnitke's editozial wrk will be contimed by one of the 
Austrian eJitors. The Austrian editor, Kurt Pordes, although hitherto Schnitke's 
chief edivsrial assistant, will be forced to resign because of friction with 
Smoliensti. Fordes has already bem promised a position with the weekly news~ 
paper, Jar Uabnruf, as soon as he saves the Oesterreichische Zoitine, 


tober, /.248 


» Theob/d Wieginger, formerly CP di:irtet head (Bezirksvorsteher) in Vienna 
WWI, vesiding in Vienna IVI, LMeblachtgasse 36/11/29, is now workiny for 
Glot.s Verlag as legal representativ: of Der » Which is printed ty Glows. 
He bag been with Globus since March or April 1946. 


, Wetobey 1948 


i. <A waeting ou? all Austrian workers 1:4 employees of the 
tock placa in the newspaper's Glob» Verlag offices on 22 October 1948. The 
ocwasion for this nseting was the fillure of Soviet authorities directing the 
newspaper to pay itis employees the lugal six percent increase, plus legally- 
caloulate! increasngs for cost of living and supplementary ray for childrens 
editorially, the Ousterreichische Zeftung has favored a 25 percent may increase. 
A particidar grievance is that the momised sfx percent increase is already in- 
the new salculation of Auatrian incore taxes. It wis finally decided to petition 
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Capt. Sprecher, Soviet administrative officer, for a temporary cash settlement 
for all personnel on the grounds that the increase has already gone into effect 
fn all other newspaper enterprises; Srrecher was also reminded of a promtse made 
by him some time ago to carry the pay increase into effect. Sprecher replied 
that he was inalterably opposed to cach advances, and that he would not be able 
to keep his promise in the near future because of the slow pace of S-viet offi-~- 
cial procedure. Source notes in this connection that the Qesterreichische 
Zeitung is rerely a leases of Globus Verlag and mst reimburse Globus for pub- 
lishing costs, heating, and other maintenance expenses. Despite many compizints 
from its shop council, Glomus has hitherto been unwilling to pay its personnel 
in advance, as legally required on the basis of a collective contract. 
Glows managenent has explained that its inability to raise the money noeded 
for advance payment is due to repeated failure on the part of the 

to meet its bills for rent and other expenses. Recently the QOester- 
reichisebs Zeitung paid Globue 40,000 schillings, and this will be used for 
advance paymant to some of the workmen in the low wage category. Globus has 
recently dismissed 85 workers and 53 white-collar workers, and more dismissals 


September 1948 25xX1A6a 


12.  Jence Kostmann, veteran Commnist and editor on the Yolksstims staff, has re- 
cently grown friendly with Eva Priester, editor of Die Woche, who is interested 
in organizing an information service which will exclude Zucker-Schilling. 

Comment: Presumably, a nowe-gathering network.) Eva Priester's in- 
fluence in the Party is growing, and she is treated with great respect ty in- 
fluential Communists such as Ruth Fischer. It 4s rumored that Xostrann will 
soon leave Vienna on a special mission, and that the details and purpose of 
this trip are know only to Kostrann himself and Fuernberg. A rumor that Kost- 
rann has been given a srecial assigmment in Hunvary was started by Zucker-Schilling, 
who would like nothing better than to rid himself of this potential rival; bat 

-4n Commmist circles it is generally believed that Kestmann, who has worked his 
wy into an influential position with the Yolksstimp, will not stay amy from 
Vienna long. 


Communist Militar sctivities 


§ August 1948 


13. On 8 August 1948, thirty-five men, all members of the CP from Vienna, wore 
sent to Lager Doellersheim at Goepfritz, Lower Austria, under the direction 
of an Austrian named Ignaz Leitner, foracourse of military and political in- 
struction. Leitner had previously taken part in a special Commmist Party 
course given at Soprons he returned from Sopron on 14 July 1948. 


September 1948 


U4. Anew CP school, called Parteischule Laufenberger, has been opened under ths 
direction of Franz Honner, Gerka, and Spanner, 211 veterans of the Spanish 
Civil Yar. The school is at Vienna II, Sportklubgasse ll. Across the street, 
at No. 6, is another villa, formerly Sovict-requisitioned, which was turned 
aver to the CP at the end of August 1948 and was oceupied with great secrecy 
by about 20 Comnunists. 


4-13 October 1248 


15, A veteran Viennese Comuniat stated to source on 13 October 1948 that the Soviets 
have distributed rifles to reliable Commnists in Lower Austria to be cached for 
future use in strikes and riots. He claimed that on 4 October he saw a truckload 
of these rifles in front of a Soviet-requisitioned building in Vienna IT, Boeck 
Linstrasse 86. ment: This is in the vicinity of Vienna Werkschuts 
headquarters, vnich are located at Boecklinstrasse 57.) 
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